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Abstract

The Digital Communication Ethics course, designed for Master 1 students
specializing in Communication and Public Relations, examines the impact of the
digital revolution on communication patterns and the resulting social and
individual transformations, as well as the new ethical challenges that have
emerged. Information and communication technologies have profoundly altered
the nature of human interaction and expanded the range of actors involved in
content production and dissemination, making it necessary to regulate
communication practices through clear ethical values.

The courseis structured into fifteen (15) lectures covering a wide range of topics
related to the conceptual foundations of digital communication, highlighting its
interactive and participatory characteristics, and tracing the evolution of ethics
from its philosophical roots to its applications in digital environments. It also
addresses the nature of digital ethics as a cognitive and normative framework
that governs the use of modern technologies based on principles of
responsibility, transparency, and respect for privacy.

Furthermore, the course places particular emphasis on effective digital
communication skills within organizations, including the protection of personal
data, ethical handling of digital content, and compliance with governmental
regulations and legal frameworks. It concludes by emphasizing the ethical
responsibility of all communication actors within organizations, ensuring the
credibility of digital communication and its contribution to the public good

Keywords: Digital Ethics, Digital Communication, Individual Privacy,
Government Regulations and Legidation, Data Protection.
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’ David Pastor-Escuredo, Ricardo Vinuesa, Towards an Ethical Framework in the Complex
Digital Era, FLOW Engineering Mechanics, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, October
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6. David Pastor-Escuredo, Ricardo Vinuesa, Towards an Ethical Framework in the
Complex Digital Era, FLOW Engineering Mechanics, KTH Royal Institute of Technology,
October 2020 ,p 1, October 2020, DOI:10.48550/arXiv.2010.10028.
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! Lu Zhangl, Nabil Moukafihl, Hamad Alamri, et a , A BERT-based Empirical Study of
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3 Anna Monrealem , Salvatore Rinzivillo, et a , Privacy-by-design in big data analytics
and social mining, PJ Data Science 2014, Volume 3, article number 10, Monrede et a.
EPJ Data Science 2014, p 3, http://www.epjdatascience.com/content/2014/1/10

* Privacy, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, First published Tue May 14, 2002;
substantive revision Thu Oct 19, 2023,
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2023/entries/privacy/
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1 Introduction to digital rights, Summary Modules on Litigating Digital Rights and

Freedom of Expression Online, this module was prepared with the assistance of ALT
Advisory, Media Defence, December 2020, pl,
https.//www.medi adefence.org/ereader/wp-content/upl oads/sites/2/2020/12/M odul e-2-
Introduction-to-digital-rights-1.pdf?
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* Introduction to digital rights, op.cit, p7|.
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Forward, December 2022 No. 347, p4,
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digital-age d3a850de/deb707a3-en.pdf?
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14 ITU, Connecting  the  world  and beyond, Cybersecurity,
https://www.itu.int/en/mediacentre/backgrounders/Pages/cybersecurity.aspx?
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3. Andreea Gorbatai, What is digital ethics?, 17 October
2022, https://www.vlerick.com/en/insights/what-is-digital -ethics/?.

4. Gianluca Coppola, Digita Footprint Awareness, European Digital Learning
Network, 2023, p5 https://dlearn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Digital -
footprint.pdf

5. Lucia Latorre, Eduardo Rego, et a , Tech Report: Generative Al, Inter-American
Development Bank (“IDB”), 2025, p 19

6. PwC France, La blockchain, une chaine d’informations partagée et sécurisée,
Acces en décembre 2025,
https:.//www.pwec.fr/fr/expertises/conseil/technol ogy/bl ockchain/introduction-a-la-
blockchain.html

7. Rebekah Rous and Ville Vakkuri, Introduction to ethicsin the age of digital
communication, 2023. In book: Digitalizing communication in the changing world.
Publisher: University of Vaasa 2023, p 2, DOI:10.48550/ar Xiv.2308.14421
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> Andrés Dominguez Hernandez, Kopo M. Ramokapane et a, Co-creating a
Transdisciplinary Map of Technology-mediated Harms, Risks and Vulnerabilities:
Challenges, Ambivalences and Opportunities, Proc. ACM Hum.-Compuit. Interact., Vol. 7,
No. CSCW2, Article 330. Publication date: October 2023, p330:1,9.
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2307.02332

® David Pastor-Escuredo, Ricardo Vinuesa , Towards an Ethica Framework in the
Complex Digital Era, Computer Science , Computers and Society, last revised 10 Jul 2022
(thisversion, v2)],p 1, https://doi.or ¢/10.3390/ai3040057
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1 |BM. (2023). What is Big Data,
https://www.ibm.com/search? ang=en& cc=us& g=What%20is%20Big%20Data

12 Ludovico Boratto. et al. (2018). Guest Editorial: Behavioral-Data Mining in Information
Systems and the Big Data Era. Information Systems Frontiers ,(20) , pl1153,
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10796-018-9884-1
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13 Xinli Zhang et a , The metaverse in education: Definition, framework, features,
potential applications, challenges, and future research topics, Educational Psychology, 11
October 2022, Volume 13, p02, https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.1016300.

% |bid, p 03

* Ibid,p13.
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